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Celebrating the impact of UKSPF in Sunderliand

Creative organisations across Sunderland are using UK Shared Prosperity
Fund investment to deliver ambitious, community-led projects that are
transforming neighbourhoods and inspiring pride of place.

This quarterly round-up highlights just some of the creative activity
supported during Autumn 2025.

The % CultureHouse ~ GR& Sunderland £ o SUNDERLAND |
X 1iop ==y MINERVA Sunderland
ggﬁgaal Sunderland gM P:rrtlf‘laegghip QD) ARTS. & WELLBEING CULTURE Clty Council



The

Cultural
Spring

Since 2014, The Cultural Spring has worked across
South Tyneside and Sunderland in collaboration
with inspiring local, regional and national artists.
Through this work, it has brought high-quality
cultural activity into local communities and built a
lasting legacy of engagement with the arts.
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ICOS” Pieroginie Collective workshops with artist
Sabina Sallis exploring Eastern European women’s
stories and heritage through.creative activities.
Photo by ICOS’ Pieroginie Callective.
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Coming Up

In the next quarter, the A Space to Create project will see participating
venues working collaboratively to co-curate an exhibition with Michaela
Wetherall of Pink Collar Gallery. The exhibition will take over the Granary
space at Washington Arts Centre and will run from 12-31 March, with a
public opening night on 11 March, 6-8pm.

Bringing together all nine venues, the exhibition will showcase artwork
created by local communities throughout the A Space to Create project.
This will include a collection of films, which will be premiered on the
opening night.

A Space to Create Exhibition

Opening Night 11 March 6-8pm

Exhibition 12 March - 4 April

Location: Arts Centre Washington
sunderlandculture.org.uk/whats-on/a-space-to-create

Find out more:

Follow us:

.



https://www.facebook.com/reel/3327930604049967
https://www.sunderlandculture.org.uk/whats-on/a-space-to-create/
https://theculturalspring.org
https://www.facebook.com/culturalspring
https://www.instagram.com/theculturalspring/
https://x.com/Cultural_Spring
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Sunderland

=== Heritage

Partnership

The Sunderland Heritage Partnership brings
together more than 30 organisations,
venues, societies and individuals to raise
the profile of Sunderland as a heritage
destination. Through collaborative working,
the Partnership aims to engage new and
younger audiences with Sunderland’s rich
history and to protect its heritage assets
for future generations. The partnership
programmes regular meetings, workshops,
events and festivals.
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Also in this quarter, the Sunderland Heritage Partnership began
working directly with Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens to
tell stories of objects and artefacts that are being catalogued
and assessed as part of their successful Museum Renewal
Fund application. Between September 2025 - March 2026,
sunderlandheritage.org is featuring:

* Object of the Month articles including illustrations and
photographs from the Museum collections.

» Event listings for public store tours, handling sessions and special
outreach events.

* Newly digitised artefacts and objects from the Museum
collections.

Find out more about the Sunderland Heritage Partnership at:



https://sunderlandheritage.org

CultureHouse
Sunderland

Culture House Sunderland continues to
deliver a vibrant programme of events
and activities across our libraries,
supported by UKSPF funding. With a
focus on early years, older adults and
families, our aim is to reduce isolation
and build community connection
through creativity.

Highlights from October - December
included:

Weekly sessions for over 65s at our Creative Smart City Hubs (Houghton
and Washington Libraries) and City Library at Sunderland Museum & Winter
Gardens, attracting over 400 attendances. Activities included Creative
Computing, Research Your Family Tree and our popular WEAR Friends
sessions combining crafts, local history, board games and time to chat.

Early years engagement through weekly Rhyme and Shine sessions
across dll three sites, plus daily Nursery Rhyme sessions in November. We
also welcomed families via the Super Communicator programme with
Family Hubs.

Holiday programmes in October and December packed with fiim
screenings, craft activities, Christmas parties, Dungeons & Dragons
sessions and a festive show for children and young people, alongside
Christmas gatherings for adults.

New creative opportunities including Maker Space and podcast editing
sessions for young people and adults at Washington Library.

Film festival activity supporting Sunderland Shorts with a 2025 Winners
Screening at Arts Centre Washington and volunteer review sessions for the
2026 festival.
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culturehousesunderland.co.uk/events
Facebook Instagram Linkedin

Photo credit: Courtesy of Culture House



https://culturehousesunderland.co.uk/events
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567644563577
https://www.instagram.com/culturehousesunderland/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/culture-house-sunderland/
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MINERVA

ARTS & WELLBEING

Minerva Arts & Wellbeing works to deliver
inclusive arts programmes that build
confidence, reduce isolation and support
mental health through creative learning.

We continued to widen our reach by working closely with community
partners and engaging individuals accessing provision in Houghton-
le-Spring, Washington and Hendon. Our partnerships with ICOS and
SBIC were central to this work, supporting outreach to individuals
who may otherwise feel disconnected from creative and cultural
opportunities. Alongside creative activity, participants were offered
information, advice and guidance and were supported to access a
broader range of cultural and community provision, strengthening
pathways into longer-term arts participation beyond the project.

minervaartsandwellbeing.com

Facebook Instagram



https://www.minervaartsandwellbeing.com
https://www.facebook.com/minervaartsandwellbeing
https://www.instagram.com/minervaartsandwellbeing/

SUNDERLAND
CULTURE

Sunderland Culture brings together some of
Wearside’s most cherished and important
cultural venues and activities, andworks

to redlise the ambition of a city brimming
with creative potential. Sunderland Culture
delivers a creative programme of events and
participatory activities in communities across

Sunderland, including Arts Centre Washington,

National Glass Centre, Northern Gallery for

Contemporary Art and Sunderland Museum &

Winter Gardens.

During the autumn period, audiences across Arts Centre Washington,
National Glass Centre, Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art and
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens took part in a wide range of
seasonal creative activities. Families were engaged through popular
autumn programmes including Creepy Creatures, Spooky Glass Fusing
and Teenage Craft Clubs, which encouraged creativity, exploration and
shared experiences across our venues.

Autistic young people aged 16-25 participated in the Special Interests
Club, a free, inclusive creative programme delivered at Arts Centre
Washington. The club provided a supportive space for young people to
explore and celebrate their interests, including gaming, music, fandom,
animation, Dungeons & Dragons, photography, DJing, trains and transport,
and manga, supporting social connection and creative confidence. The
Autonomy project was nominated and shortlisted for Volunteering Project
of the Year at the Good For Me, Good For FE Awards.
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Coming Up

At National Glass Centre, engagement opportunities include family glass
painting and glass fusing sessions, alongside adult courses such as
stained glass, flameworked marbles, and ceramics. Audiences are invited
to a February half-term storytelling experience at Sunderland Museum &
Winter Gardens, exploring Lunar New Year through a new Bear adventure.

Bright Lights Youth Arts Exhibition 2026 takes place at Arts Centre
Washington during February half term, showcasing work by young
artists from across Greater Sunderland. The exhibition is curated by the
Celebrate Different Collective (ages 16- 25) and forms part of the Bright
Lights Youth Arts Festival, a week-long programme of workshops, gigs,
exhibitions, and performances created by and for young people. New for
2026 is Highlights, an exhibition for deaf, disabled, and neurodivergent
young people, delivered as part of the Autonomy project, funded by the
Association of Independent Museums (AIM) Connected Communities
programme.

All venues and programmes are inclusive and accessible. SEND-focused
provision includes Relaxed Openings at Sunderland Museum & Winter
Gardens for deaf, disabled and/or neurodivergent young people and
their carers, alongside relaxed film screenings at Arts Centre Washington
designed for autistic audience members.

Find out more: sunderlandculture.org.uk
Follow us. Facebook | Instagram | Linkedin



https://www.sunderlandculture.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/sunderlandculture
https://www.instagram.com/SunderlandCulture/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sunderland-culture-limited

Celebrating Impact.
Shaping Futures.

The Connecting and Catalysing Our Culture,
Creativity & Engagement Project is made
possible through funding from the UK
Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund via
Sunderland City Council.

This year the programme will support hundreds
of creative events and community-led activities
that help Sunderland’s people and places to
thrive.
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"I've discovered that
| am actually quite

a creative personl
Thanks so much for
a great session, 'l
definitely be doing

it again”

Workshop participant

SUNDERLAND  Sunderland
City Council



