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Culture House
Sunderland is seeking
artists, performers,
makers, community
groups and creatives
of all kinds - whether
professional or not -
to become part of the
Series of Surprises.

This is a bold, playful and
welcoming programme of daily
moments that will bring energy,
creativity and unexpected

joy into the building following
its opening later in 2026.

We are inviting proposals
for 100 “surprises” across
100 consecutive days.

The Opportunity

Every day at 14:00, Culture House
will host a surprise:

— Each surprise will last at least 40 minutes

— Each will be unexpected, engaging
and open to everyone

— Each will offer a reason for people
to return - again and again

This is about creating a building where something
exciting, curious or joyful is always happening.

Who Can Apply

You do not need to be a professional artist to
apply. We actively encourage proposals from:

Amateur groups

Community organisations

Hobbyists and enthusiasts

First-time creatives

Local residents

Schools, colleges or informal collectives

As well as professional artists and practitioners
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If you have a great idea and the passion
to share it - we want to hear from you.
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What is a “Surprise”?

It could be almost anything. We are
looking for ideas that are creative,
accessible and a little bit unexpected.

Examples might include:

— ALEGO masterclass or
playful group build

— A pop-up opera performance
or acoustic music set

A painting or drawing workshop

A rehearsed reading or
storytelling session

A craft or making activity

A small-scale theatre, dance or
participatory performance

A digital or interactive experience

A skill-share or community-
led session
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Big or small, quiet or lively - the
key is that it creates a moment of
discovery, delight or connection.

Context

Culture House Sunderland is the
National Centre for Creative Smart Cities,
opening in 2026 in the heart of the city.

It will be a living room for Sunderland

- welcoming, flexible and full of life.

At its core is a four-floor City
Library, alongside spaces for:

— Performance and events

— Creative learning

Exhibitions

Filmmaking and podcasting
Music-making and rehearsal
Digital and immersive experiences
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The building will be dynamic, inclusive
and community-driven, with creativity
embedded in everyday experiences.

Alongside this, Creative Smart City Hubs
in Houghton and Washington Libraries
extend activity across Sunderland,
supporting access to creativity and
making in local neighbourhoods.

Series of Surprises is about making
creativity visible, spontaneous
and part of daily life.

Fee

— £150 per surprise
(inclusive of all costs)

We are commissioning up to
100 contributors to deliver
across the programme.
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How to Apply
Send us a short proposal that tells us:

—  What your surprise will be
—  Why you’'d like to take part
—  What people might experience

You don’t need formal language
or long documents - just be clear,
enthusiastic and yourself.

If you have examples of previous

activity, you're welcome to include
them, but this is not essential.

Selection

We will select proposals based on:

Creativity and originality
Ability to engage a public audience

—
—
— Feasibility within the time and space
=

Diversity of ideas and contributors

We are committed to building a
programme that reflects the full
range of people and creativity
in Sunderland and beyond.

Join Us

Help us make Culture House a
place where something surprising
happens every single day.

Whether you’re an experienced
artist or trying something for the
first time - this is your invitation.

The application window will open
from Friday 12 June and remain
open until the end of August 2026.

Submissions should be emailed to
culture.house@sunderland.gov.uk,
with Surprise Series clearly

stated in the subject line.

Applications will be reviewed on a
rolling basis, and we will work closely
with each stakeholder to agree a
suitable delivery date for their activity.



